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Aims of the Project

• To share Paralympic stories through the voice 

of people with disabilities in accessible formats.

• Widen access to our collection through 3D 
digital capture – creation of Virtual Museum

• 50 % of people do not visit museums in 

person!

• Training and employment of disabled people 

• 4% of museum sector workforce define as 

D/deaf or disabled (19% of disabled people 

are working age)



Targeted recruitment and training

• Worked with local disability and 

employment charities to set up the 

volunteer placements – 17 

participants.

• Over 20 expert training 

sessions.  In-house training in 

heritage skills like 

curation/telling stories for museums

• 6 participants took up short-term 

employment with the trust – 2 

now continuing on 3 year contracts



Creating the Virtual 3D object museum

• Curated by people with a lived experience of disability

• The team researched and wrote the object information 

with their own reflections – some very personal meanings

• They wrote and recorded

the audio described tour



SEND Students Sharing their Stories

• Worked with 8 students from Pebble 

Brook SEND School

• Opportunity for young people to 

interpret our collection and items that 

had meaning to them personally that 

were scanned and curated online.



Personal Journeys of our Students

I’ve also enjoyed spending time and 

working with the others in the group. I 

have struggled to get on with and meet 

people in my generation.  The chats during 

lunch and elsewhere have been fun

Learned to be more 

confident in myself and 

my abilities.

It’s been a real sanity saver... 

It helped me move on from a 

loss of confidence due to being 

made redundant and the                                    

difficulties during COVID.

…finding ways to overcome our 

disabilities and focus on solutions 

and not just the problem

The project has given me 

faith and hope that I can 

follow my dreams.
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Lessons learnt and conclusion

• Finding new ways of storytelling to reach out to 

people with a range of disabilities is crucial

• With a collection based on disability it is essential 

to have people with lived experience of disability 

involved in its interpretation

• Interpretation is a form of engagement in its own 

right and people see objects in different ways 

depending on who they are (disability, nationality, 

life experiences)

• To see personal stories shared, encourages other 

people's personal meaning-making

• It can be more enriching and also challenging –

expect the unexpected!



Thank you

Madalyn Baskerville and Simon Stiel

Madalyn.Baskerville@paralympicheritage.org.uk

Simon.Stiel@paralympicheritage.org.uk
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