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Digitisation at Heritage Quay



DIGITAL 

PRESERVATION



WHAT ARE ARCHIVES?

Archives are collections of 

physical or digital documents or 

records which have been 

selected for permanent 

preservation because of their 

value as evidence or as a source 

for historical or other research.



7 themes

Sport

Music

Politics

Education

Theatre and Performance

Art and Design

Literature

COLLECTIONS AT

HERITAGE QUAY



PROVIDING ACCESS TO ARCHIVES

www.heritagequay.org/archives

http://www.heritagequay.org/archives


LEVEL 3 SCHWANN BUILDING

UNIVERSITY OF HUDDERSFIELD

VISITING HERITAGE QUAY



WORKING WITH 

STUDENTS / VOLUNTEERS



65 digital 

or hybrid 

collections



PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT



SOCIAL MEDIA

@heritage_quay





ENGLAND NETBALL

• Deposited at HQ in 2017

• 24 metres of records

• Documents the history of netball in England from 

1900

• Includes meeting minutes, reports, scoresheets, magazines, 

handbooks, programmes, rules of the game, press cuttings, 

press releases, scrapbooks, photographs, slides, video 

recordings, trophies, badges, uniforms, patches and banners



PRIORITIES FOR THE EN 

ARCHIVE @HQ

• Work with EN and NHAG to ensure continued transfer of

material to the archive at HQ

• Continued cataloguing of the archive – supervision of listing

work undertaken by NHAG volunteers

• Working with EN and NHAG to raise the profile of the archive for

the centenary in 2026 – preserving the archive for the next 100

years

• Complete cataloguing and digitisation of priority items



• Film Reels

• VHS 

• Magazines (Townsweb)

• Negatives and photographs

What have been the priorities for 

digitisation?

Our Netball History | Celebrating England's Netball Heritage

https://www.ournetballhistory.org.uk/


• Increased accessibility and discoverability

• Long-term preservation and safeguarding of collections and at risk 

formats

What are the benefits?

https://heritagequay.org/archives/BDB/A4/3/

https://heritagequay.org/archives/BDB/A4/3/


• Why are you digitising?

• Who are you digitising for?

• What will you digitise? Be strategic

• Who will undertake the digitisation?

• If in-house what equipment/training will be needed?

• Do you have permission to digitise?

• How will you make files available?

• What format will your digital files be? 

• Access and Preservation Copies

• Long-term preservation of digital files

• Metadata

• COSTS 

What are other things to 

consider?



• Plan your project

• Seek advice from people with expertise / professionals / utilise 

networks that might support the project

• Get buy-in from stakeholders in your organisation

• Funding bids 

Other Digitisation Tips and Tricks



• Townsweb https://www.townswebarchiving.com/digitisation/

• University of Westminster Library Guide Why don't archivists digitise everything? -

Finding and Using Digital Archives - LibGuides at University of Westminster

• Norfolk Archives Digitisation Guide Digitisation - Archives (norfolk.gov.uk)

• Culture Hive Digital Heritage Hub website Where do I start with creating a digital 

archive? - CultureHive and I'm a small-sized heritage organisation, how do I plan 

for digitising my content? - CultureHive

Further Resources

https://www.townswebarchiving.com/digitisation/
https://libguides.westminster.ac.uk/c.php?g=681142&p=4858873
https://www.archives.norfolk.gov.uk/community-archives/digitisation
https://www.culturehive.co.uk/digital-heritage-hub/resource/content/creating-digital-archive/?owner=DHH
https://www.culturehive.co.uk/digital-heritage-hub/resource/content/im-a-small-organisation-how-do-i-plan-for-digitising-my-content/


Thank you 

r.e.bowd@hud.ac.uk

+44 (0)1484 473 168
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