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Welcome to the June edition of our newsletter, featuring this month:

Sporting Heritage Project Updates
- Sporting Heritage Conference - contributions deadline 2 July

- NSHD2021 - Community Grant Fund & School Engagement

- Education Programme Heats Up

- Hidden Histories Illustrated - Sporting Fashion

- Sporting Memories and Reminiscence - FREE Handbook

- Podcast - Damian Clayton MBE

Partner Updates
- The Reading Rockets Story

Events and Training
- Webinars return next month

- Network web pages and meeting dates

Funding - Current and Future Opportunities
- Grants with deadlines:

     Dan Maskell Tennis Trust

- Ongoing grants:

     Peter Harrison Foundation

Other Support, Events and Resources
- Rebuilding Heritage: Summer Events Series

- Fantastic for Families Award

- Covid related and reopening resources

Sporting Heritage Project Updates

Sporting Heritage Conference 2021
Save the date and call for contributions



Building on the success of last year’s digital event, this year’s conference will

take place online on Wednesday 20 and Thursday 21 October. Watch out for a

special conference e-shot with the draft programme and all the booking details

so you can secure your place. 

Call for contributions - closes soon!

Do you have a project you would like to shout about to the network and

beyond? We are still inviting contributions for this year’s conference. 

To submit an idea for the programme please complete the form at:

www.sportingheritage.org.uk/content/category/events/conference/2021-

conference.

Deadline for submissions: Friday 2 July.

National Sporting Heritage Day
30 September 2021

Community Grant Fund – OPEN UNTIL 30 JUNE

Our Community Grant Fund is now open with a deadline of 30 June. You can

apply for a grant to help fund your National Sporting Heritage Day 2021 activity

or event. 

We are interested to see applications from across the sports heritage sector

and particularly from organisations that explore diverse sporting histories. The

grant can be used flexibly to fund different elements of your project from

marketing materials, room hire, exhibition materials and equipment or to fund a

post. 

The application form is available at:

www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/NSHDgrant2021.

Don’t forget you can find out more about our plans for NSHD 2021 and

download our free resources at: www.sportingheritage.org.uk/nshd

School Engagement with
National Sporting Heritage Day

This year we have produced NSHD



resources specifically for schools. We have

developed four activity strands to help

schools engage with our theme of inter-

generational learning and diverse sporting

histories. We also welcome applications to

our Community Grant Fund from schools. 

Image courtesy of Dewsbury Memories

If you would like to know more about our work with schools, please

download our Schools Resource Pack.

If you have any questions or want to find out more about how you can get

involved with #NSHD2021 email NSHD Campaign Lead Belinda Scarlett at:

belinda.scarlett@googlemail.com.

Sporting Heritage and Education
Programme Heats Up! 

As the pace of action in this amazing summer of sport heats up, so too does

that relating to the education offer at Sporting Heritage!

It was wonderful to share latest developments at our Education Hangout on

17 June, focusing on two key themes.

Firstly, the number range of new learning resources on the Education area of

the website is rapidly growing. These resources are freely downloadable for

use in any educational setting, and include:

An enquiry-based resource for Key Stage 2 which covers the National

Curriculum Ancient Greece programme of study through the challenge to

design an Olympic Games ‘museum exhibition’. The PowerPoint resource

is designed to be used and interpreted flexibly by teachers, and has an

accompanying  scheme of work guide. There are cross curricular

enrichment links to myths and legends, comparison activities with the

history of the modern Games  - and even a clip from the chariot race

sequence in Ben Hur! 

At the other end of the school age range, an EPQ (Extended Project

Qualification) guide for Sixth Form students who are thinking about basing

their independent research project - worth half an A Level - on a sporting

history-based topic. The timing of release is particularly appropriate as

many schools launch the project at this point in Year 12, with students

carrying out the bulk of their research activity and writing throughout the

following academic year.



Also nearing completion are two women’s sporting heritage themed resources

on cricket and rugby. The former makes use of an exclusive interview with

former England Captain Charlotte Edwards, whilst the latter features interviews

with Worcester Warriors’ Cara Brincat and Cays Cox - both former U20

England internationals.

Download the KS2 Enquiry resource:

www.sportingheritage.org.uk/content/what-we-do/education/ancient-olympics.

Access the EPQ PowerPoint resource: www.sportingheritage.org.uk/content

/what-we-do/education/extended-project-qualification-epq-guide.

Hidden Histories Illustrated
Sporting Fashion - Summer Resource



The Hidden Histories project has been growing over the last year, with last

month's Para Games resource getting really positive feedback and interaction.

Thank you to everyone who was involved and contributed.

We have two final activities as part of this project to create and Jessica, the

project illustrator is currently calling out for sporting fashion accessories to be

illustrated for the next resource which will be launched in early August. These

could be hats, gloves, goggles, shoes etc which will then feature in the game.

We have a quick turn around so if you are interested in being involved please

contact Jessica ASAP for more information. 

In addition, Jessica is looking for a photo of a female Victorian or Edwardian

swimmer in a vintage swimming costume. Please contact her if you have one in

your collection.

If you would like to be part of future resources, please contact

Jessica.hartshorn0@gmail.com.

The deadline for submissions is 2 July.

The previous resources are still available at:

www.sportingheritage.org.uk/content/category/what-we-do/projects/hidden-

histories-illustrated.

Sporting Memories and Reminiscence
FREE Handbook

Our free guide on how to use the power of sport to unlock memories and play a

part in reminiscence activities is now available. Aimed at supporting

organisations across the UK who work in the community with the elderly and

those living with dementia and memory loss, the guide contains case studies,

training, useful checklists and resources on how to launch an effective

memories activity using sporting heritage. 

With around 850,000 people in the UK suffering from dementia, a figure that is

set to increase to 2 million by 2051 as an ageing population expands, this

handbook aims to play a key role in improving the wellbeing of those living with



dementia. 

Michael White and Bill Corbett, Football Memories Project

The handbook has been compiled by Sporting Heritage UK’s Scotland Director,

Dr Hugh Dan MacLennan and Football Memories founder Michael White, along

with support from Stirling University Dementia Services Development

Centre and input from sporting heritage sector organisations across the four

nations.

Dr MacLennan said: “Through our years of

experience developing and hosting

memories activities in Scotland, the power

of sporting heritage is evident. The most

effective activities put the person at the

forefront, and not dementia. However, it

important to understand the impact

dementia has on the individual. This

handbook has been created with best

practice, practical examples and insight and

we hope it will inspire and support others to

create their own sporting memories

activities.”

Sporting Heritage founding director, Dr Justine Reilly adds: “Sport has played a

huge part in the lives of so many people.  It connects people with shared and

personal experiences. Whether as a player, a spectator, viewer or listener,

these sporting experiences form a set of memories that are powerful and can

be recalled through using the relevant heritage materials as a trigger.

Reminiscence is acknowledged as a positive intervention which can not only

bring pleasure, but also help bring back memories and recall of past

experiences and events with improvement in self-esteem and communication



skills seen in participants.” 

The free guide, in PDF format, is available via the Sporting Heritage

website: www.sportingheritage.org.uk/content/what-we-do/projects/sporting-

heritage-memories-and-reminiscence-project/memories-handbook.

Podcast - Damian Clayton MBE:
The Fight for Rugby League in the RAF

Ahead of Armed Forces Day

celebrations, in the final episode of the

Sporting Heritage of the Armed Forces

project, Sporting Heritage

Ambassador and Squadron Leader

Damian Clayton MBE joins Russell

Todd and Julia Lee to explain how he

successfully established rugby league

as an officially recognised sport within

the Royal Air Force; a campaign that

was also simultaneously taking place

in the army and navy in the late 1980s and 1990s.

Damian also illustrates how sport can play an important role in international

diplomacy.

Listen to the podcast now at:

soundcloud.com/sportingheritage/fighting-for-raf-recognition-of-rugby-league

You can also buy Damian's book 'Through Adversity - The Fight For Rugby

League in the RAF' through Scratching Shed Publishing:

www.scratchingshedpublishing.com/products-page/sport/through-adversity-the-

fight-for-rugby-league-in-the-raf.

Partner Updates

Johnson Family Making History
The Reading Rockets Story

This story began with a boy’s love of basketball which his family then turned



into a successful club and sports charity. Reading Rockets were set up in 1997,

with the aim of giving youngsters in the town a chance to play their favourite

sport. Now it’s one of England’s most successful clubs, with nearly 20 teams.

The Rockets spend 100 hours a week delivering sessions in schools, youth

clubs and colleges, as well as individual skill sessions.

Hopeful players from across the world

now want to come and train in

Reading. But what has become a

thriving club began as just a small

dream for the boy and his dad. The

family’s sporting journey began when

the lad was spotted by a coach when

playing at a sports camp as a child.

He then went on to perform at a semi-

professional level but the idea that he

was never able to play his favourite

sport in his hometown preyed on his

mind. He said: “I had to travel to

Bracknell to play basketball, which is

weird when Reading is much bigger.

“So, in 1997 I was sitting with my dad

and we were talking. He was a very

successful businessman and was looking for something new to focus on. He

said ‘let’s build a club but build it to help young people first and foremost’. And

that was the birth of what is now the Reading Rockets.”

To make their dream a reality, the entire family had to pitch in make Reading

Rockets successful. The lad’s mum and sister also joined the venture. The lad

says: “It was nice that we were all working together, but it was incredibly difficult

because there’s not much money in it. You don’t go into community support to

earn your millions!” Today the club gives hundreds of children who could not

afford to play because of the expense the chance. 

Thanks to the army of volunteers who’ve caught the vision and invested

thousands of hours, these are the folk who make Reading Rockets what it is

today and what it is to become. 

The success of the Reading Rockets is history which can be shared to

inspire future generations. Find out more at: www.readingrockets.co.uk.

Article by Gary Johnson, gary.johnson@readingrockets.co.uk

Image: The Johnson family have been nominated for a Pride of Reading Award.

Pictured is Matt Johnson (top centre) with wife Stephanie (top left), sister Samantha (top right)

and parents Gary and Helen (bottom) (Image: Matt Johnson)



Events and Training

After a short lull in the webinar programme we will be launching a new series in

July starting with three sessions to support the Ignored Heritage strand of work.

Each of these sessions will focus on a different project and explore different

models of working to encourage and support more democratic ways to collect.

Keep your eyes peeled for a separate e-shot coming out soon with all the

session details and booking information.

Webinar Archive

If you have attended one of our webinars over the past year you will know that

we record each session. These recordings now form an easily accessible

growing archive of sessions packed with information, guidance and top tips.

The webinar archive can now be accessed from the Sporting Heritage website:

www.sportingheritage.org.uk/content/events/training-events/webinars-on-

youtube.

Network Web Pages and Meeting Dates

Pages for both subject and nation networks can be found on the Sporting

Heritage website at:

Collection networks:
www.sportingheritage.org.uk/content/category/what-we-do/networks.

National Collections:

www.sportingheritage.org.uk/content/what-we-do/networks/national-sporting-

collections-and-museums-network

Nation networks

Wales:

www.sportingheritage.org.uk/content/category/nations/sporting-heritage-wales

Scotland:



www.sportingheritage.org.uk/content/category/nations/sporting-heritage-

scotland

Northern Ireland:

www.sportingheritage.org.uk/content/category/nations/sporting-heritage-

northern-ireland

These pages will grow over the coming months with information about network

activity, projects and discussions.

If you think you are eligible to attend any of the above meetings but are

not part of the current e-list please contact Fran on

fran@sportingheritage.org.uk.

Dates for coming meetings:

•    Wales: inaugural meeting - Tuesday 20 July, 10am - 11.30am

•    Scotland - Wednesday 21 July, 10am - 11.30am

•    National Collections of Sport -  Tuesday 27 July, 10am - 11.30am  

•    Northern Ireland - Tuesday 7 September, 10am - 11.30am

•    Football - September date tbc 

Do you run a network about a specific sport?

We’d love to share information about existing networks which support specific

sports and related activity, but aren’t administered by Sporting Heritage, via our

network pages.

If you run a network, or know of one being developed or delivered, just

email fran@sportingheritage.org.uk to let us know if you’re happy for us to

share information about the network, how people can join, and how they

can get in touch with you directly.

Current and Future Funding Opportunities

Grants with Deadlines



Dan Maskell Tennis Trust

The Dan Maskell Tennis Trust is a tennis charity raising funds for people with

disabilities who play tennis. It was formed in 1997 and named after the late Dan

Maskell 'The Voice of Wimbledon' who was passionate about rehabilitation

through sport.

Tennis is great fun for all, whether playing socially with friends or at an elite

level. It truly is a sport that can be enjoyed regardless of age or ability. What is

exciting and of special interest to the Trust, is that tennis is also highly

accessible to disabled people.

They specialise in supporting disabled people and disability tennis

programmes. Over the years, they have helped hundreds of individuals, clubs

and groups to access and provide tennis for disabled people with the purchase

of wheelchairs, tennis equipment and grants for coaching.

Find out more at: www.danmaskelltennistrust.org.uk.

Deadline: 29 June.

Ongoing Grants

Peter Harrison Foundation

As a keen and active sportsman throughout his life, Peter Harrison believes

that education and sport provide the key stepping stones to self-development,

creation of choice, confidence building and self-reliance and wishes to promote

such activity. 

The Peter Harrison Foundation is an independent grant-making trust which

supports voluntary and community organisations working in any part of the UK,

including Northern Ireland.

Grants of various sizes are available for: 

Opportunities through Sport

Special Needs and Care for Children and Young People

Opportunities through Education and

Trustees' Discretion.

Find out more at: www.peterharrisonfoundation.org.



And don’t forget about the Sporting Heritage free funding finder.

Search potential funders related to your organisation and area of work

here: www.sportingheritage.org.uk/content/advice/funding-finder.

Other Support, Events and Resources

Rebuilding Heritage

Summer Events Series:
from Survival to Sustainability 

The Heritage Alliance is running a final eight events in its Rebuilding Heritage

series - designed to give all those working at heritage sites in any capacity

really practical support for pandemic recovery. Topics include:

leading in times of change

fundraising

communicating to the outside world and internally with each other

clarifying your mission

planning when digital is not the answer and -

back by popular demand - our Wellbeing Gym, here to help with

resilience, whatever your external circumstances. 

Our programme runs from 24 June - 26 July and is free to book for everyone

working in heritage in England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales.

See the full calendar of events at: rebuildingheritage.org.uk/bookingnow/.

We would like to extend a particularly warm welcome to any organisation,

individual, freelance, volunteer or group that hasn't received support and advice

before - do drop us a line at rebuildingcomms@theheritagealliance.org.uk if you

have any questions.

Fantastic for Families Awards 2021

Applications Now Open



Family engagement in the past year has

never been more challenging and the Family

Arts Campaign want to celebrate the resilience and creativity of cultural

providers who have been determined to deliver activities, events and

programmes for families. This year’s Fantastic for Families Awards will

celebrate work developed and delivered during the global pandemic.

Whether you are a venue who has translated your work to socially

distanced/outdoor settings, a producer who has developed online content, or

an artist who has created packs or resources for families in need, they want to

hear from you! This year, applications are welcomed for three new award

categories:

Best Family Arts Activity

Best Age-Friendly Outreach

Audience Impact and Innovation Award.

Find out more and apply at:

www.familyarts.co.uk/2021/06/application-launch-fantastic-for-families-

awards-2021.

Entry deadline: 6.00pm on Wednesday 21 July.

Covid-Related and Reopening Resources

NCVO: www.ncvo.org.uk/practical-support/information/coronavirus.

Small Charities Coalition: www.smallcharities.org.uk/covid.

South East Museum Development: southeastmuseums.org/coronavirus-covid-

19-guidance.

The National Archives:

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archives-sector/our-archives-sector-

role/coronavirus-update.

The Heritage Alliance: docs.google.com/document/d/1p4w-

6tGao9SmwDAfSB9yOY5482Tvmgz9miZyfn8XnNQ/edit.

Guidance for Archives - Planning Your Reopening:

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archives-sector/our-archives-sector-

role/coronavirus-update.



Culture Restart Kit from Indigo

www.indigo-ltd.com/culture-restart-toolkit.

Working Safely During Coronavirus - Government Advice

www.gov.uk/guidance/working-safely-during-coronavirus-covid-19/the-visitor-

economy

NMDC good practice guide on reopening Museums

www.nationalmuseums.org.uk/coronavirus-update/nmdc-good-practice-

guidelines-opening-museums.

AIM and Museum Development Network 'Reopening Checklist'

www.aim-museums.co.uk/museum-reopening-guidance-checklist.  

EMBED – Reopening Recommendation Guidance focused on Accessibility

embed.org.uk/covid-19-reopening.

SH Membership

We aim to bring as much freely available information and support to the sector

at this time and are trying to open access that would usually only be free to our

members, to all for the next six months. If you are able to join as a member

though, we would be so hugely grateful as we rely on our membership fees to

keep running and keep doing what we do. 

You can join by visiting our website here:

www.sportingheritage.org.uk/become-a-member.

Thank you all for your support! 

As always, we'd love to hear and share your news via this newsletter, but also

through our social media feeds. You can follow us on twitter @sportinghistory, on

Facebook and Instagram @sportingheritagecic or Sporting Heritage on LinkedIn

using the hashtag #sportingheritage.



To send copy for inclusion, please email aj.glew@ntlworld.com for deadlines and

further information. If you've accessed this newsletter via social media then you can

SIGN UP FOR OUR NEWSLETTER HERE.

Sporting Heritage CIC is the sector support organisation representing sporting heritage collections in the

UK. 

To get in touch, please email justine@sportingheritage.org.uk
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