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Welcome to the February edition of our newsletter, featuring this month:

National Education Strategy

NSHD Campaign

Hidden Histories Illustrated - Build a 3D Sporting Museum!

England Netball Article

National Archives Update

Scoping Scottish Sporting Heritage

Museum Accreditation Update

Webinars and Networking Meetings

Funding and Support Opportunities

Covid Related and Reopening Resources

Details of upcoming Webinars/Networking meetings, and

Funding Opportunities are at the end of this newsletter.

Back to the Future!
National Education Strategy Takes Shape

Excited by the opportunity to creatively incorporate your sporting heritage into



our newly developing national education offer for schools and communities?

Like to influence and shape how this might be achieved? If so, we’d love to

hear from you!

The period since Christmas has seen work rapidly gather pace on the

development of our exciting new, national Education Strategy! Meetings are

taking place with a wide range of partners as we look to shape our delivery

plan, together.

Our aim is simple: to establish the Sporting Heritage offer as the specialist

sector lead through the sustained delivery of innovative and thematic education

programmes that excite, engage and inspire learners of all ages. It's our

intention to achieve this through a range of events and resources that promote

curiosity, enjoyment and fun in the cross curricular study of our sporting past,

and what we can learn from it about the future.

Please join us to find out more at our ‘Back to the Future! Education

Strategy’ Webinar on 16 March or contact Derek Peaple, Education Lead

directly at dpeaple@cloud.com for an informal discussion about how we

can work together. 

National Sporting Heritage Day (NSHD) Campaign

What have you been up to?

Over the years we have been delighted to see and support some of the

fantastic sporting heritage events and activities you’ve been hosting and

delivering. Now we want to pull together some of the content created during

these activities to celebrate and share your accomplishments. 

Have you ever hosted a NSHD activity and

have some photographs, films or blogs

tucked away?

Have you been testing engagement ideas

and want to share this with us?

Have you been a recipient of a community

grant?

Tell us about it! Your work can help to inspire others looking for ways to use and

share their sporting heritage, sharing ways to use collections and connect with



communities.

Complete this very short survey to tell us about your activity:

www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Z7HTN7K 

Our NSHD campaign this year will be bigger and better than ever, with a new

theme and focus on putting sporting heritage at the heart of intergenerational

celebration and learning. If you would like your work to feature in this year’s

campaign, please get in touch and share any of the content you have created

for past NSHD events. 

Founder members of the Manchester Corinthian’s Ladies FC

at the National Football Museum’s NSHD event in 2018

Click the image below to watch a short video (opens in YouTube) of Girls

United FC coach Greer-Alyce Robinson talking about her own sporting heritage

as part of our Digital Storytelling campaign:



Build a 3D Sporting Museum!
Hidden Histories Illustrated

Real museums across the UK are closed this

February half term, so why not build your own?

This new activity, which is part of the Hidden

Histories Illustrated project, includes templates to

cut and stick a mini paper museum with its very

own visitors. A range of organisations from The

British Golf Museum, National Football Museum

to the National Paralympic Heritage Trust have

contributed an array of sporting photos and items

from their collections to be illustrated linked to

the themes of the project. These include Troy, the ceramic horse from the

National Racehorse Museum to the Women’s World Squash trophy from the

World Squash Library.  

With a little glue and scissors, print out the templates and follow the video

instructions to create your 3D sporting museum. See the blue information page

to find out more about each object in the museum. We would like to say a big

thank you for your contributions! 

Please feel free to share the resource on your social media and with your

audiences with this link :

www.sportingheritage.org.uk/content/what-we-do/projects/hidden-histories-

illustrated/build-a-3d-sporting-museum.



This activity is the second of eight resources to be created focusing on untold

stories of women and disability in sport, along with unusual sporting objects

funded by an Arts Council England grant. The project sees Sporting Heritage

work in partnership with freelance illustrator and education consultant, Jessica

Hartshorn to create resources, aimed at children aged between 7-14 years.

Each will be drawn by hand by the illustrator and distributed over the next 11

months to provide digital access to museum collections and hidden stories.

The next Easter resource focuses on Female Sporting Heroes. If you are

interested in getting involved contact Jessica.hartshorn0@gmail.com.

Why Does England Netball Believe
its Heritage is Important?

Did you know wheelchair Netball was included in the early Olympiads at

Stoke Mandeville?

Or that the origins of Netball date back to 1897

(no, not a typo) at the Madame Österberg College,

now North Kent College, Dartford Campus?

How about your perception of Netball prior to the



Vitality Roses’ Commonwealth Games gold medal

in 2018?

That gold medal, won against all the odds on the

Gold Coast, Australia, led to the 2018 BBC TV

Sports Personality Team of the Year award, plus

BBC Greatest Sporting Moment of the Year, and

then a year later, the hugely successful Vitality

Netball World Cup in Liverpool, saw an explosion

in viewing and participation attendance figures

across the sport.

Suddenly Netball was in the public consciousness as a modern, athletic and

demanding sport. The public have an insatiable demand for stories relating to

sport and after that history making moment in the Gold Coast, and then in the

lead up to the World Cup, it was Netball’s turn to be in the spotlight.  It led to an

unprecedented demand from the media in all its forms for stories, articles,

information, statistics, photographs and video. Much of the response to this

demand wouldn’t have been possible hadn’t England Netball not supported a

small group of volunteers to organise the hundreds of files, folders, boxes,

photographs, films and videos collected over the years, into an organised and

catalogued archive. We were fortunate to partner with Heritage Quay,

University of Huddersfield and their professional archivists to help facilitate our

work. Our collection of archive material is housed in Heritage Quay’s purpose-

built archive facility.  Incidentally, Netball isn’t the only sport housed there.

The message is that without an organised and accessible archive of heritage

material, some of the recent great media coverage on Netball’s history across

multiple media outlets, wouldn’t have come to fruition.

England Netball is committed to maintaining and

growing its heritage. The National Governing Body

clearly sees that access to netball’s back stories

recorded in print, photographs, and visual media, is vital

in supporting their ambitious programme for the future,

including the celebrations for the 100th Anniversary of

England Netball in 2026. 

Board members, staff and volunteers are recognising that Today’s Event is

Tomorrows Heritage.  By capturing in its archive, a record of key events and

decisions taking place today, the learning and research about the game of



Netball and its impact can continue into the future. There are already

researchers from places such as New Zealand, South Africa, USA and of

course the UK, delving into the records. Some of their research is around the

social impact of Netball on sport, and women’s sport in particular, and society.

Some is on the origins of Netball and its development into today’s modern and

competitive team sport. None of this is possible without access to a well

organised archive.

Heritage Quay has a search room for access to

the extensive amount of hard copy available,

including England Netball’s 5th Quarter member

magazine that dates back into the mists of time.

There are records on individuals in Netball –

from Netball pioneers in the early decades of the

20th century, England Vitality Roses of the 21st,

and others who have been influential in the wider world of sport – Baroness

Sue Campbell DBE, ex-England Netball player, CEO National Coaching

Foundation, Chair of UK Sport, Chair of Youth Sports Trust, and currently

Director of Women’s Football; Liz Nicoll CBE, ex-Welsh Netball player, CEO

England Netball, CEO UK Sport, currently President of the International Netball

Federation; Lisa Wainwright, CEO Sport and Recreation Alliance, to name a

few. There is a library of old film dating back to the 1960s and videos, the plan

is to digitise these to preserve the originals and make them available, and

much, much more material.

There is a dedicated website www.ournetballhistory.org.uk which largely

contains the photographic material at Heritage Quay, plus many other

contributions. There is no doubt that Heritage underpins much of what England

Netball does now and into the future.

Today’s Netball Family is a flourishing community and the bonds it has

created are strengthened through an understanding of its Heritage.

Article by Brian Worrell, Volunteer, England Netball Heritage and Archive Group

Image credits: Cathy Hickey (blue plaque); SWPics (gold medal); Heritage Quay

Update from The National Archives

Developing Novice to Know-How 2.0 



Following the success of the first Novice to Know-How online training about

digital preservation, we're delighted to have commissioned the Digital

Preservation Coalition to create a second online course. This new training will

cover the issues around providing access to preserved digital content. We are

currently aiming to make the course available in April 2021. 

Read a blog about the first and second Novice to Know-How online courses at:

blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/introducing-novice-to-know-how.

New Charity Archives Steering Group 

We are assembling a steering group that will work with us to develop our

charity archives support and development plan. The steering group will support

activities such as developing an action plan for the project and creating

guidance around archives management. The group will also support the

ongoing mapping of collections, the mitigation of collections at risk and the

development of sector networks.

If you are interested in joining the group, please get in touch by 5 March. 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archives-sector/advice-and-guidance/running-

your-organisation/advice-to-private-archives/charity-archives-support-and-

development-plan/

Becoming The Inclusive Archive 

We’ve launched Becoming The Inclusive Archive, a fresh approach to inclusion

and a step towards achieving the goals set out in our Archives for Everyone

strategy. The plan aims to strengthen and accelerate work and activities already

in progress, laying out four key workstreams of workforce, audience, practice

and position.  

Learn more at:

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/news/becoming-the-inclusive-archive.

Scoping Scottish Sporting Heritage



Over the last couple of years, Sporting

Heritage have been working hard to

develop a clear strategy to support

sporting heritage activity in Scotland. Part

of this was the creation of an active

network of individuals and organisations

with an interest in furthering this activity.

This has resulted in the Scotland

Development Pilot Programme, which

runs from January to April 2021.

Image credit: Captain Campbell, 1860. University of St Andrews Library

The project aims to better understand the:

number, type and location of sporting heritage collections across Scotland

opportunities and threats to collections in Scotland and how these may be

addressed to protect and share heritage in future

position of the Scottish Governing Bodies of Sport and relationship of this

programme with wider policy directives and local priorities.

There are a number of outputs, including:

More and better data about sporting heritage collections in Scotland, in

addition to the existing SH list of collections

A risks and opportunities analysis

A collections gap and opportunities analysis

A 2-year strategy supported by a work plan

Good practice case studies

Recommendations for strategic support partners

Recommendations for further funding opportunities

Recommendation for ongoing governance and control post-project.

As part of this work we are encouraging anyone in Scotland who

manages a sporting heritage collection to complete the scoping survey at

www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/GMLX7YM.

You can read more about the survey in the Participant Information Sheet,

available to download at: www.sportingheritage.org.uk/content/nations

/sporting-heritage-scotland/scoping-scottish-sporting-heritage.



We are also encouraging anyone who would like to be involved in the

development of the strategy and work plan to join the Scottish Network

meetings where they will be given the opportunity to contribute.

Museum Accreditation Update

The UK Accreditation Scheme was paused with effect from 1 April 2020, and all

Accredited museums in the UK had their current award status extended for an

additional 12 months.

Due to the ongoing nature of the pandemic, and with a new national lockdown

in place, it is not possible to confirm a full reopening date for the Scheme at this

stage. Arts Council England will be phasing their approach to reopening the

scheme, focusing initially on museums that are new to Accreditation and

applying for the first time. 

To support all Accredited museums in the UK, their current Accreditation award

status is being further extended for an additional 12 months to 1 April 2022.

Whether your museum holds a Full or Provisional award, it’s still Accredited,

and you’re able to apply for funding which has Accreditation status as an

eligibility criterion. 

Find out more (England):

www.artscouncil.org.uk/uk-museum-accreditation-scheme/accreditation-

scheme-museums-and-galleries-united-kingdom-covid-19.

Find out more (Wales): gov.wales/museums or contact

Ann.Mansell@gov.wales, 0300 062 2221, or Elizabeth.Bennett@gov.wales,

0300 062 2101.

Webinars and Hangouts



Webinars

Our upcoming Webinars are as follows:

Tuesday 9 March, 10.30am – 12.00pm

Sporting Heritage Memories – a UK wide approach

Session details and booking information to follow shortly.

Tuesday 16 March, 10.30am – 12.00pm

Back to the Future:

Sporting Heritage’s Education Strategy Explained and Shared

Join Derek to hear about the development of the education strategy, the pilot

activity which is planned and underway and how it can support your work and

where you can contribute to its ongoing development.

To book your place:

www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/back-to-the-future-sporting-heritages-new-education-

strategy-shared-tickets-141456661683.

Wednesday 24 March, 10.30am – 12.00pm

Understanding Audiences with Sonia Rasbery

In this informative session Sonia will be presenting the findings from the

Understanding Audiences activity and her research across the broader Sporting

Heritage Network. This will highlight what we know about the audiences for

sporting heritage as well as the gaps and recommend ways that we can all

work to improve our understanding of our audiences and how this can shape

our work going forward.

To book your place:

www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/understanding-audiences-tickets-141454055889.



Webinar Archive
If you have attended one of our webinars over the past year you will know that

we record each session. These recordings now form an easily accessible

growing archive of sessions packed with information, guidance and top tips.

The webinar archive can now be accessed from the Sporting Heritage website:

www.sportingheritage.org.uk/content/events/training-events/webinars-on-

youtube.

New Network Web Pages and Meeting Dates

There are now new pages on the Sporting Heritage website for both subject

and nation networks which can be found here:

Collection networks:

www.sportingheritage.org.uk/content/category/what-we-do/networks.

Nation networks:

www.sportingheritage.org.uk/content/category/nations.

These pages will grow over the coming months with information about network

activity, projects and discussions. They will also include the dates of the next

meetings. The current round of dates are as follows:

Football Network – Tuesday 4 May, 10.00am – 11.30am

National Collections of Sport Network – Tuesday 20 April, 11.30am –

1.00pm

Scotland Network – Tuesday 30 March, 10.00am – 11.30am

Northern Ireland Network – Tuesday 11 May, 10.00am – 11.30am.

If you think you are eligible to attend any of the above meetings but are

not part of the current e-list please contact Fran on

fran@sportingheritage.org.uk.



Current and Future Funding Opportunities

Heritage Fund:

The National Lottery Heritage Fund has now resumed its full range of funding

with refocused priorities for this year. Applications are open for National Lottery

Grants for Heritage from £3K up to £5M, but projects that contribute to

COVID-19 crisis will be prioritised as follows:

Between April 2021 and March 2022, when making funding decisions, we will

prioritise heritage projects that:

Boost the local economy

Encourage skills development and job creation

Support wellbeing

Create better places to live, work and visit

Improve the resilience of organisations working in heritage.

Find out more at: www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/full-range-national-lottery-

funding-resumes-refocused-priorities-2021-22.

Small to Medium Grants

Heritage Fund is still accepting applications for grants from £3K - 10K and £10K

- 100K to provide much-needed financial assistance, particularly to those

heritage sector organisations who have, so far, been unable to access

Covid-19 emergency funds.

They will be looking for projects with a particular emphasis on organisational

resilience and inclusion.

In the second phase, which began on 8 February, they will resume accepting

applications for grants from £100K - £250K and £250K - £5M. This will mark a



return to their core business, but they won’t be returning to pre-Covid-19

'business as usual' in their approach.

This will be a rolling programme so no deadlines. 

For further details and eligibility criteria see:

www.heritagefund.org.uk/funding.

Arts Council England
Project Grants: from £1K - £100K

Project Grants is already able to support a really broad range of types of

activity. They can support projects that directly create and deliver creative and

cultural activity and content for audiences, visitors and digital users, and also

those that have a longer term impact on strengthening the sector, such as

organisational development, research and development and sector support. 

There is an approximate turnaround of six weeks for applications under

£15K and 12 weeks for applications over £15K. 

www.artscouncil.org.uk/funding.

Grants with Deadlines

Marc Fitch Fund

The Marc Fitch Fund makes small grants towards the costs of publishing

scholarly work in the fields of British and Irish national, regional and local

history, archaeology, antiquarian studies, historical geography, the history of art

and architecture, heraldry, genealogy and surname studies, archival research,

artefact conservation and the broad fields of the heritage, conservation and the

historic environment.

www.marcfitchfund.org.uk.

Deadline: 1 March.



UK-Ireland Collaboration in Digital Humanities

Apply for funding for digital humanities research. Your project must be large,

innovative and multidisciplinary.  UK and Ireland-based researchers must

collaborate on the project. The UK principal investigator must be resident in the

UK and based at a UK institution eligible to receive funding from UKRI

The themes are digital humanities and:

emerging technologies and research practices

social innovation

cultural heritage

the creative industries.

AHRC will provide up to £320K per project for UK costs, at 80% of the full

economic cost. The Irish Research Council (IRC) will provide up to €270K (paid

at 100%). Your project must start on 1 August 2021 and last for up to 36

months.

Deadline: 18 March 2021

www.ukri.org/opportunity/uk-ireland-collaboration-in-digital-humanities.

Resilience and Recovery Loan Fund
from Social Investment Business UK

For social enterprises and charities which have been adversely impacted by the

Covid-19 pandemic. The £25 million fund provides emergency loans of

between £100K to £1.5M without requiring personal guarantees and charging

no interest fees or interest for twelve months. The Fund is intended to provide

working capital until normal business can resume for organisations that are

facing financial difficulty. Loans could be used to cover delays in trade

payments, or for business modification to meet increase in service demand. 

The closing date for applications is 11.59 pm on the 31 March 2021.

www.sibgroup.org.uk/resilience-and-recovery-loan-fund.

Ongoing Grants



Open Fund: Sustaining Creative Development (Scotland)

Grants of between £1K and £100K are available to help the creative and

culture sector in Scotland adapt and respond to the Covid-19 pandemic.

Separate funding strands for Individuals and Organisations within the creative

industries to help them explore new ways of working, take creative risks, think

about how to reach audiences in different ways, or look at ways to stabilise

existing activity. 

The total amount of funding available is £7.5 million. There are no

deadlines - applications can be submitted at any time during the year.

www.creativescotland.com/funding/funding-programmes/open-fund-sustaining-

creative-development.

Rugby Football Foundation

The purpose of the Rugby Football Foundation is to promote and develop

community amateur rugby in England. It aims to do this by promoting

participation in Rugby Union for adults and children of all abilities by providing

appropriate facilities. Advance education, social equity and inclusion through

Rugby Union in order improve quality of life. Protect and promote the heritage

of Rugby Union through the World Rugby Museum.

It has three funding strands:

Helping Hand Grants 

Groundmatch Grant Scheme

Interest Free Loan Scheme.

Contact: foundation@therfu.com.

And don’t forget about the Sporting Heritage free funding finder.

Search potential funders related to your organisation and area of work

here: www.sportingheritage.org.uk/content/advice/funding-finder.

Support for Heritage Organisations



Free Training, Mentoring and Technical Support
from the Making it FAIR Project

Do you need help creating online content?

This opportunity from Collections Trust offers eight museum places and

requires two people (staff and/or volunteers) from each museum to take part

over a period of five months, beginning in early April 2021. The group will

receive free training, mentoring and technical support to develop digital

collections-focused content, helping them to stay connected with existing

audiences and to reach new audiences.

With Collections Trust support, participants will plan, carry out, track and

analyse a simple digital content activity. Making it FAIR (the FAIR data

principles state that data should be Findable, Accessible, Interoperable and

Reusable) will give the group a safe and supported space in which to try out

new ideas and to develop the skills, approaches, processes and, where

relevant, technical solutions they need to create engaging, relevant, fit-for-

purpose digital content.  

Find out more: 

collectionstrust.org.uk/news/do-you-need-help-creating-online-content.

Application deadline: 10.00am on Monday 1 March.

Museums + Heritage Awards
Special Recognition for Challenging Times

This year's edition of the Museums + Heritage Awards have been adapted to

reflect the extraordinary times we have been experiencing and to provide a

high-profile platform for the hard work of so many, to be rewarded and

celebrated. The period of eligibility has also been adjusted to align with the start

of the first lockdown in the UK.

Entry deadline: 31 March.

museumsandheritage.awardstage.com/#!/about-the-awards.



Covid-Related and Reopening Resources

NCVO: www.ncvo.org.uk/practical-support/information/coronavirus.

Small Charities Coalition: www.smallcharities.org.uk/covid.

South East Museum Development: southeastmuseums.org/coronavirus-covid-

19-guidance.

The Heritage Alliance: docs.google.com/document/d/1p4w-

6tGao9SmwDAfSB9yOY5482Tvmgz9miZyfn8XnNQ/edit.

Guidance for Archives - Planning Your Reopening:

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archives-sector/our-archives-sector-

role/coronavirus-update.

Culture Restart Kit from Indigo

www.indigo-ltd.com/culture-restart-toolkit.

Working Safely During Coronavirus - Government Advice

www.gov.uk/guidance/working-safely-during-coronavirus-covid-19/the-visitor-

economy

NMDC good practice guide on reopening Museums

www.nationalmuseums.org.uk/coronavirus-update/nmdc-good-practice-

guidelines-opening-museums.

AIM and Museum Development Network 'Reopening Checklist'

www.aim-museums.co.uk/museum-reopening-guidance-checklist.  

EMBED – Reopening Recommendation Guidance focused on Accessibility

embed.org.uk/covid-19-reopening.

Space for Learning - New Guidance for Learning Services

spaceforlearning.org.uk/covid-guidance.

Timed Ticketing - Quick Guide

Download a PDF copy of the guide.



Enabling safe and effective volunteering during Covid-19

The Government's volunteering guidance - which has been in place since

November 2020, has been recently updated to include advice on political

campaigning during the local elections and the eligibility of volunteers looking to

receive the vaccine.

The political campaigning advice follows the guidance set out by the

Fundraising Regulator around leafleting. Essentially it is advised that people do

not partake in door-to-door campaigning or leafleting and instead seek other

ways to campaign in their area.

To see the updated guidance visit: www.gov.uk/guidance/enabling-safe-and-

effective-volunteering-during-coronavirus-covid-19.

Impact of Covid-19 on Volunteering in the Heritage Sector

Historic England is asking for your help to find out about the impact of Covid-19

on heritage organisations that need support from volunteers to keep them

sustainable.

In order to assist them in this undertaking, please complete this short

survey by midnight on 3 March:

www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/volunteersurvey21.

They welcome feedback from organisations of all sizes and types to understand

the support needs of the heritage sector at this challenging time, whether your

organisation is entirely volunteer-led or only has a few volunteer roles.

SH Membership

We aim to bring as much freely available information and support to the sector

at this time and are trying to open access that would usually only be free to our

members, to all for the next six months. If you are able to join as a member

though, we would be so hugely grateful as we rely on our membership fees to

keep running and keep doing what we do. 

You can join by visiting our website here:

www.sportingheritage.org.uk/become-a-member.



Thank you all for your support! 

As always, we'd love to hear and share your news via this newsletter, but also

through our social media feeds. You can follow us on twitter @sportinghistory, on

Facebook and Instagram @sportingheritagecic or Sporting Heritage on LinkedIn

using the hashtag #sportingheritage.

To send copy for inclusion, please email aj.glew@ntlworld.com for deadlines and

further information. If you've accessed this newsletter via social media then you can

SIGN UP FOR OUR NEWSLETTER HERE.

Sporting Heritage CIC is the sector support organisation representing sporting heritage collections in the

UK. 

To get in touch, please email justine@sportingheritage.org.uk
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