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Welcome to the July edition of our newsletter. Coming up:

Missing sport? Welcome to our new Sportlight section! 

Opening up!

Share your digital sporting stories

Learn about our scoping programme and how to take part

Book a space on one of our free webinars

Take part in our Sporting Anniversaries project

Learn about the development of the sporting wheelchair

Take part in a survey for Scotland Community Heritage and Archives

Middlesbrough Football Club news

Funding opportunities and our funding finder.

Sportlight on...Wimbledon



If you’re missing the highs and lows of this year’s Wimbledon Championships,

here’s a little something from the Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Museum to fill the

gap! 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=oRBPqgFjTfg

If you have an idea for our next Sportlight, let us know – email

justine@sportingheritage.org.uk. 

Opening Up!

Following government guidance, many sporting museums are now preparing to

reopen their doors after months of closure, although this is extremely difficult still

particularly for many of our members based within sporting stadiums. We’ll keep

you updated as and when we have information of new opening dates through

social media, but here’s a taster for the coming weeks: 

British Surfing Museum - 18th July

The Silverstone Experience - 20th July

National Football Museum - 23rd July

National Horse Racing Museum - 28th July 



Please remember that many museums will have strict booking procedures in

place, so visit their websites before making your trip to the site. 

There are also many sporting collections held locally and within local

archives and museums. Look at our database to find out more:

www.sportingheritage.org.uk/collections.

What’s Your Digital Sporting Story?

We’re asking you to share your sporting stories with the world through our You

Tube channel as short films, and our podcast channel as short audio stories. You

can see some examples uploaded to our You Tube channel already here:

www.youtube.com/channel/UCoQ2B2I8lrEydC_-9N-IylA/videos, and later on in

this newsletter, learn about how to book a space on our webinar to help you

create your own films. 



Girls United FA Coach, Greer-Alyce Robinson explains the importance of her

#football and #taekwondo medals and why they are central to her sporting story,

providing the validation of her ability and proof that age need not be a barrier to

success or ambition. She is an inspiration and advocate for the young girls she

now coaches at Girls United. Thanks for sharing #yoursportingstory Greer-Alyce.

www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z1vYvlFv9xI

In this podcast Russell Todd, Sporting Heritage CIC’s podcaster-in-residence,

chats to his next door neighbour in Cardiff, Colin Morgan, about memories of

sport at Aberystwyth University, where they both studied Geography – Colin in

the 1950s, Russell in the 1990s.

www.sportingheritage.org.uk/content/what-we-do/projects/whats-your-digital-

story/podcast-memories-of-aberystwyth-university-athletics-club-in-the-1950s

With thanks to the Art Fund for their support on this project.

 Shining a Light on Our Sporting Collections
Scoping Project

Thank you for those of who have already been in touch - you have shared such

amazing collections and we are loving the sporting stories: such a rich collection

and we know more are out there!



Launched in April, our Collections Scoping project begins with you telling us

about what heritage collections, memorabilia and artefacts you have and where it

is. We have developed a simple survey for you to complete to tell us about your

treasure: www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/sportingheritage. 

In the last month we have heard from the Civil Services Sports Council (CSSC)

about their collection and very much enjoyed discovering more about the early

sporting success of women in the civil service.

Founded on 4 November 1921, the CSSC would rise to become the most

extensive and powerful sporting organisation in Great Britain, its beating heart

the famous Chiswick Sports Ground in West London, opened in 1926.

Initially, the CSSC’s main protagonists paid little heed to gender equality on or off

the playing field. However, women were well-represented at the CSSC’s

inaugural meeting and by 1923 a Women’s Sports Committee (CSWSC) had

been set up to advise on all aspects of female sport with the Hon (later Dame)

Maude Lawrence, a senior civil servant and enlightened sports protagonist at the

helm.

In truth, sports like women’s hockey were already well-established in the civil

service and the newly formed CS Women’s Hockey Association was among the

first to affiliate to the CSSC in 1922, egged on by Lawrence.

On the international stage, Lucy Morton (pictured),

a telephonist from Blackpool, won a gold medal at

the 1924 Olympics for swimming; Maude Margaret

Butler represented Great Britain in fencing in the

1928 Olympics; and Miss E Hiscock, a gifted

athlete and Foreign Office employee, was invited to

manage the British team at the 1932 Los Angeles

Olympics.

Hilda Martindale, chair of CSWSC, writing in 1934, highlighted 'the huge

opportunities now open to women civil servants compared to the days when

croquet was considered the most suitable game for them and the riding of a

bicycle by a women was a great innovation'.

You can read the full article on our website:



www.sportingheritage.org.uk/content/what-we-do/projects/the-sporting-heritage-

of-disability-and-womens-sports/women-in-civil-service-sport-2

Do you have an interesting, unknown, hidden or not recognised sporting

heritage collection? 

We are here to help you profile your collection and give you advice about

possible funding and support to help preserve and maintain your collections. Your

first step is to complete the questionnaire. Any questions please contact Brigid

Power brigidbradley@yahoo.co.uk or Julia Lee julia.lee@csi2012.co.uk.

We look forward to hearing from you!

 Free to Book Webinars

Is Your Collection at Risk?
Thursday 23 July, 11.00am – 12 noon

There are many factors that can put collections at risk. Some of which we can

plan for and others less so. Join us for an informative look at a range of risk

factors, including those caused by the latest COVID-19 pandemic, how you can

mitigate against them and where to find help and support if you run into difficult

times. 



Tickets: www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/is-your-collection-at-risk-free-webinar-tickets-

106011932544.

Using Sporting Collections in Digital Storytelling and Film Making
Thursday 30 July, 11.00am – 12 noon

Would you like to engage new audiences with your collection and the work that

you do? Do you need support to feel more confident about where to start, what

equipment to use, and how to create your films? There are lots of opportunities to

share digital content online and this is increasingly a way in which people are

exploring sporting heritage, but we know that it’s also terrifying for many new to

this way of sharing information.

Join us in an interactive session to help build skills, knowledge and confidence to

support you to take the leap and create engaging digital content to share stories

about your collections. With top tips from film maker Si Gamble and our Sporting

Heritage team Kate Turner and Belinda Scarlett, there will also be a chance to

ask any questions you have to improve your film-making skills and take your first

steps in sharing content online.

Part of our Digital Stories project, generously funded by Art Fund.

Tickets: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/using-sports-collections-in-digital-

storytelling-and-film-making-tickets-112767053292.

Practical Approaches to Oral History
Thursday 27 August, 11.00am – 12 noon

Oral histories can bring collections to life. Join us for an informal introduction to

collecting personal testimonies, and in particular sporting memories. We will

discuss a range of topics, signpost to best practise examples and recommend

sources of further information and training.

Tickets: www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/practical-approaches-to-oral-history-free-

webinar-tickets-106014141150.

And if you’ve missed our previous webinars, don’t worry, we’ll upload the video

and any additional information to our website over the coming weeks. 



Sporting Anniversary Scoping Project

Over the coming years, many sports and sports clubs

will be celebrating key anniversaries. We’re keen to

capture and share as much information as possible

about what your plans are, even if at this stage they

are just about knowing an anniversary is coming up

but you’re not clear on what you’ll do to mark it.

If you have any information about your own

organisation, or your sport, and you’re happy to

share as part of our National Sporting

Anniversary Scoping Programme, please email a

short outline to justine@sportingheritage.org.uk

with the subject line 'Sporting Anniversary

Project'. 

Sporting Heritage Academic Research

As many of you know, Sporting Heritage manage a programme of Arts and

Humanities Research Council funded programmes. These programmes are

investigating the role and value of sporting heritage across various different

collections in the UK.



One of the programmes links the National Paralympic Heritage Trust with

Glasgow University to investigate the history of the sports wheelchair. The

research student working on this programme, Sam Brady, is charting his

research and activity through a newly created blog.

You can read more and keep up with Sam’s research here:

www.paralympicheritage.org.uk/Blogs/history-of-the-sports-wheelchair.

You can find out more about the other research programmes currently

underway at: www.sportingheritage.org.uk/content/category/advice/research.

Community Archives and Heritage Scotland - Survey 



A new regional group of ARA UK & Ireland's Specialist Section, Community

Archives and Heritage Group (CAHG) is being created: 'Community Archives and

Heritage Groups - Scotland'. 

It is one of two new regional CAHG groups, the other is based in the South West

of England. The first two years will be a pilot phase and if successful will continue

to receive funding and be a template for other regional groups to form across the

UK and Ireland. We have a small budget for events, training and travel which will

be managed through CAHG. 

The need for a separate Scotland group came about after the very successful

annual CAHG Conference 2019 in Glasgow, combined with the enthusiastic

response of local groups to the SCA/NRS Archive Tour of Scotland. However, we

welcome and encourage people from everywhere to join our network. Ultimately,

we want to create a community archives and heritage group network of mutual

support where professionals and volunteers come together and share skills and

knowledge. Follow us on Twitter @CArchivesScot 

To understand better and progress with a training and events programme for

20/21 - as well as extend a hand of support, especially during Covid-19 - we

have produced a community archives survey.  We would be delighted if you

would complete the survey and distribute it through your own networks and social

media channels.

www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/CommunityArchivesandHeritageGroups2020.

New Art of Ayresome Exhibition
Celebrates Iconic Football Ground

Online gallery invites fans to create their own artwork

A new online football art exhibition celebrating Middlesbrough Football Club’s

former Ayresome Park home has been launched as part of a collaboration led by

historian Dr Tosh Warwick.

Bringing together work spanning the early 1900s to the modern day from

acclaimed architects, cartoonists, illustrators, painters, photographers and

sculptors, 'Art of Ayresome' celebrates the people, performances and place that

defined the club for almost a century. 



'Art of Ayresome' includes contributions from a number of today’s leading artists

alongside historic plans by world-famous stadium designer Archibald Leitch and

early twentieth century football cartoons by Fred May, an internationally

acclaimed caricaturist whose depictions of leading political and society figures

feature in the National Portrait Gallery collections.

An early-twentieth century cartoon of Boro in action by Fred May (courtesy of Pat Webster)

The online exhibition also features a number of newly digitised publications,

interviews with artists and fan videos. Visitors are also invited to submit their own

'Art of Ayresome' inspired art as part of the ‘Ayresome Art Club’. The initiative will

see a selection of submissions featured in the online exhibition, with a range of

Boro prizes up for grabs for the top three artworks as selected by the Art of

Ayresome project.

Deadline for submissions: Friday 31 July.

www.mfc.co.uk/club-community/club/mfc-history/art-of-ayresome.



Grants with Deadlines

Architectural Heritage Fund

The Architectural Heritage Fund (AHF) is a registered charity, working since 1976

to promote the conservation and sustainable re-use of historic buildings for the

benefit of communities across the UK. We do this by providing advice,

information and financial assistance in the form of early project grants and loans

for projects undertaken by charities and not-for-private profit organisations.

Deadline: 31 July. 

ahfund.org.uk

And don’t forget about the Sporting Heritage free funding finder.

Search potential funders related to your organisation and area of work

here: www.sportingheritage.org.uk/content/advice/funding-finder.

SH Membership

We aim to bring as much freely available information and support to the sector at

this time and are trying to open access that would usually only be free to our

members, to all for the next six months. If you are able to join as a member

though, we would be so hugely grateful as we rely on our membership fees to

keep running and keep doing what we do. 

You can join by visiting our website here:

www.sportingheritage.org.uk/become-a-member.

Thank you all for your support! 



As always, we'd love to hear and share your news via this newsletter, but also through

our social media feeds. You can follow us on twitter @sportinghistory, on Facebook

and Instagram @sportingheritagecic or Sporting Heritage on LinkedIn using the

hashtag #sportingheritage.

To send copy for inclusion, please email aj.glew@ntlworld.com for deadlines and

further information.

Sporting Heritage CIC is the sector support organisation representing sporting heritage collections in the

UK. 

To get in touch, please email justine@sportingheritage.org.uk
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