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Public Engagement 



Wales population average age map
Population average age by LSOA (County) in 2017.



Key Influencers? 



Freddie Welsh 
The Aberdare Leader, 11th September 1909
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Sporting Heroes 1800-2021

• 64 Historic figures

• 252

• 64 contemporary figures    

• 252



Methodology

Historical research 

• Project Officer 

• USW Students

• Local history groups 

• Local social media forums 

Contemporary  research 

• Project Officer 

• USW Students 

• Local sporting clubs 

• Local social media forums 



Frank Wrentmore 



Frank Wrentmore 



Frank wrote home to Councillor Mark Harcombe, of Trealaw, 
I suppose you want to know how the boys are getting on here. It is very cold and 
freezing hard. We have had a lot of rain, so it has been very rough in the trenches. 
We have been up to our knees in water. We had a good skirmish on December 19, 
when we were successful in taking the trenches of the Germans opposed to us. We 
, however, had to retire from them because they were full of water so I suppose 
they were glad to leave them. We lost a lot of men in the skirmish - roughly 
speaking about six officers and 127 men killed...The Germans acted very well on 
Christmas Day. They helped us to bring in our dead, and we did the same for them. 
Some of theirs had been there two months. But under the circumstances we did 
well. The Germans and ourselves climbed out of the trenches and we shook hands 
with each other. We stopped firing from five o'clock until midnight, and we visited 
each other's trenches..."



Sporting Heroes 1800-2019

• How can we increase public engagement with heritage? 

• How have interests changed over time? 

• How does localised sporting preference a refection of 
migration patterns?

• Research questions 



Sporting Heroes 1800-2019
• 1.An interpretation board in each facility detailing the examples of past 

and present sporting ‘heroes’.

• 2. An academic monograph detailing evolutions in sporting, social and 
gender identity from 1800 to the present day. 

• 3. A 'lighter' book aimed at encouraging key stage three and above 
leaners to connect history, sport, and identity.

• 4. Oral history recordings.

• 5. Produce an animated history of the evolution of sport in the South 
Wales Valleys. 




